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 The Pilgrim 
December 2025 December Events 

Steve Barrett, Jody Betts, Diane Boudle, Bill Edens, 
Tammy Hughes, Jane Gempeler, Lisa Herrmann, 
Debbye Jones and Rev. Gloria Smith, Leonardo 
Jacalan Jr., Carol Krietenstein, Rich Maxwell, Carl 
Madsen,  Sandee Martinez, Mike Murray, Lillian 
Pain, George Penny, Nancy Studebaker, Shanti 
Sunderajan, Lewis Swarens and Family, Gavin V., 
Max Valentine, Linda Yates, Encanto Community 
Church, Our Community and Our World. May God’s 
grace and healing touch be with you all. 

WE ARE AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING  
CONGREGATION. 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME 
HERE! 

Please Remember in Your Prayers: 
December 4 Choir 7pm 

December 6 Yard Sale Sorting 10am-Noon 

December 7 Deacons Meeting 
Outreach Meeting 
Pet Food Bagging 
Play Rehearsal 

December 11 Choir 7pm 

December 12 Tech Rehearsal 6pm 

December 13 Mandatory Play Dress Rehearsal 9am 
Santa Gifts Due 

December 14 Christmas Play and Luncheon 

December 17 Blue Christmas 7pm 

December 18 Nourish Phoenix 8am 
Choir 7pm 

December 19 Trustees 6pm 
Council 7pm 
Christmas Dinner for Trustees/Council 

December 21 Staff Christmas Gifts Due 
Luminaria Assembly 

December 23 Newsletter Deadline 

December 24 Candlelight Christmas Eve 7:30pm 

December 25 Merry Christmas! 

December 28 Christmas Brunch Late Last Supper 
12pm 

December 31 New Year’s Eve 

Late Last Supper   

The Encanto Church Late Last Supper Club will 

join together for a holiday brunch at 12 p.m. 

(noon) on Sunday, December 28, 2025.  We 

will be dining at Phoenix City Grille (PCG) 

located at 5816 North 16th Street, Phoenix.    

PCG offers an slightly upscale continental 

offering with locally sourced specialties that 

include chilaquiles, huevos rancheros, hash, 

tacos, quiche, beef short ribs, vegetarian 

platters, fish, burgers, and salads, as well as 

several signature drinks and tasty desserts.  As 

usual, we will meet at the appointed restaurant, 

and we will each pay our own way. Otherwise, 

please let Kathy know if you're interested in 

attending, so that she can make the necessary 

reservations. Hope to see you there!  



Treasurer’s Report. 
(General Fund for October 2025) 

 

Beginning Balance:  $-10,059.51 
Received:  $15,115.93 
Disbursed:  $16,530.14 
Ending Balance:  $-11,473.72 
For a loss of:  $1,414.21 
 
Total Offering Receipts for October 2025 
10/5          10/12           10/19            10/26 
$4,990      $2,140         $694             $940 
 
There was no withdrawal from the Endowment Fund in 
October.   
 
Copies of the monthly Treasurer’s  
Reports, including a list of all  
disbursements, are on file in the  
office. 
 
 
In an effort to better express our appreciation for 
our VERY hard-working staff, Church Council 
has decided to handle the employee Christmas 
gifts as they did last year.  Instead of giving 
everyone a Christmas “bonus” from the General 
Fund, we will harken back to olden days when we 
simply took up a congregational collection for our 
marvelous employees.  Accordingly, as the 
Christmas season approaches, you may give 
whatever you feel is appropriate to show your 
gratitude to our beloved staff members:  Rev. 
Gloria Smith, Choir Director Jill Mahoney, Organist 
Genevieve Benham, Office Manager Michelle 
Lusania, and Caretaker Tony Lusania.  Gifts may 
be made in cash and should be given to John 
Hasenstab or Kathy Van Etten not later than 
Sunday, December 21, 2025, with a note 
designating the intended recipient(s).  Please feel 
free to contact Kathy V. or John H. if you have any 
questions.  Thank you!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS AND INFORMATION 

Birthdays To Remember 
December 

 .   
 Santiago Quinteros              7th 
 Lauri Gilchrist   10th 
 Chase Bauer    14th 
 KJ Kinder    18th 
 Iris Morales    19th 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
   
Happy Anniversary to one of Encanto’s Dynamic 
Duo’s, Jill Mahoney and Cindy Walley.  They 
celebrate their anniversary on the 27th!  Happy 
Anniversary to you! 
 
 
 

         

Deacons on Duty 
The Deacons are available to assist the pastor. 

The Deacons on Duty for December are: 
Tom Nasser:  602-309-5230 

and 
Michelle Lusania:  602-783-7507 

          Free Firewood  
Now that it’s getting colder, you may need some 
firewood to enjoy over the next couple of months.  
If so, we have a large pile of pine wood on the 
west side of the church property outside of the 
playground.  Everyone in the church is 
welcome to take whatever wood you might 
need for your personal use, as long as you 
haul up and split it, as needed.  If you’re 
interested, please coordinate your pick-up with 
Tony, so that he knows you are coming by. 

 

 

 

 

Our Current Events class is on  
hiatus for December.  Enjoy the  
time off! 



Encanto Fellowship     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rehearsals for the Church Youth Christmas play 

will continue to be held on Sundays after church 

from 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. until our show date, with 

a mandatory dress rehearsal occurring at 9 a.m. 

on Saturday morning, December 13, 2025. The 

show will be presented during the annual Church 

Christmas Luncheon on Sunday, December 14, 

2025.  

 

 

 

 

All week, every week, please remember that 

we collect a variety of items for recycling 

including plastic water bottles, aluminum 

cans, newspaper, catalogues, and scrap metal.  

Proceeds go to support various church 

activities.  Thank you! 

If you have any questions, please see Cindy or 

Michelle and they will be happy to answer them 

for you!  Thank you! 

 First of all, we want to thank those who are 
using the name cards.  Kathy S was actually 
asked at the wedding reception where they 
were.  She didn't set them out due to it being a 
different celebration. 

Thank you to Jill and Cindy for their famous, and 
much requested, queso this month.  Thank you 
to all who helped with making the 16th special for 
Melanie and Clinton.  The cookies on the 23rd 
were from our own "cookie lady," Jan. The last 
Sunday of the month, those who are able to 
assist with the Hanging of the Greens will enjoy 
pizza.  Thank you to Jan and Santiago for being 
November's hosts.  December you will be 
pleased to see Clinton and Margie as your hosts. 
Margie will be doing double duty the first Sunday 
as she and Christina provide the 
treats.  December 14th is the Christmas Dinner 
and Play so, hopefully, you all have your side 
dishes or desserts planned. There are still empty 
slots for people to provide treats in December 
and January.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

      

 



 

 Melanie and Clinton got married! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

       

     Late Last Supper at Thai E-San 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Pastoral Ponderings 

 

Waiting in Hope: A Pastoral Reflection for Advent 

 

Advent is a season unlike any other. While the world rushes toward Christmas with lights, shopping, and 

celebrations, the Church invites us into something countercultural: waiting. Waiting is not passive—it is a 

spiritual discipline. In Advent, we learn to wait with hope, patience, and expectation, just as Israel once 

waited for the Messiah. 

 

The Advent wreath, with its candles lit week by week, reminds us that light grows steadily in the midst of 

darkness. Each flame is a testimony that God’s promises are unfolding. The first candle of hope, the 

second of peace, the third of joy, and the fourth of love—all point us toward the Christ candle, the Light of 

the World. 

 

Advent is not only about remembering Christ’s first coming in Bethlehem; it is also about preparing for 

Christ coming in the fullness of God’s Realm on Earth. This dual focus calls us to examine our lives. Are 

we living as people of hope? Are we peacemakers in our families and communities? Do we radiate joy 

even in hardship? Do we embody love in word and deed? 

 

Advent is a season of holy anticipation. It teaches us that waiting is not wasted time but sacred time. As 

we journey through these weeks, may our hearts be kindled with hope, peace, joy, and love, so that when 

Christmas dawns, we are ready not only to celebrate Christ’s birth but also to welcome Him anew into our 

lives. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On December 14th, we will once again be 
delighted with our annual Christmas play.  
Following that, we will have our always delicious 
luncheon.  While the main dishes will be 
provided, we ask that you bring your favorite 
side, salad or desert to share with everyone.  
Thank you ! 



  
 
  



Council Meeting:  November 23, 2025 

The ECC Council Meeting on November 23, 2025, was called to order by Vice Moderator Steve Barrett, at 11:53 
A.M. 

Steve Barrett led a moment of silent prayer. 

Attendees: Todd Montague, Steve Barrett, John Hasenstab, Rev Gloria Smith, Steve Holloway, and Kathy Stock. 

The Minutes from the October 12, 2025, ECC Council meeting were reviewed, voted upon and accepted into the 
church records. 

The Treasurer’s report was given by Steve Holloway for Kathy Van Etten, and printed copies were distributed to all 
in attendance, items were reviewed, some numbers are not included in and will be provided in next month’s report. 

Trustee’s report given by Steve Holloway; we are looking at the option of replacing the paper towels in the outside 
sanctuary bathroom with blower dryers.  The Dias lights have been replaced by Tony and Juan. Thank you very 
much. The tree and shrubs project\planning has been tentatively put on hold for now. 

Stewardship report given by John Hasenstab, the pledge cards have been prepared and were handed out to the 
congregation before the budget meeting today. 

Financial secretary’s report was given by John Hasenstab: the monies are in the bank. 

Memorial Fund Report was given by Kathy Stock; printed copies were given to all in attendance. 

Religious Education report was given by Steve Holloway for Kathy Van Etten, we are currently in the midst of play 
rehearsals for the Christmas play, The Tuesday night Current Events meetings have really been going well and 
attendance is growing.  

Outreach Report given by Pastor Gloria Smith for Melanie Soll, we are meeting next week for discussion and 
disbursement of the UCC Grant Funding. 

Hospitality Report given by Todd Montague and Kathy Stock; printed copies for the hospitality/fellowship budget for 
2025 were passed out to all in attendance. 

Deacons report given by John Hasenstab; the critique and feedback from the All Saints Day Service was positive, 
but a couple of improvements  will be made for future services.   

We will be meeting to decorate the sanctuary this Friday, and this Christmas we will be purchasing gifts for the 
Nourish Phoenix Christmas Campaign. The shut-ins and away members/friends will now receive cards from the 
ECC Congregation on a regular basis. 

Pastor’s report given by Rev Gloria Smih, I am currently working on upcoming and seasonal messages. 

Moderator’s report given by Steve Barrett; I will be able to assist Pastor Gloria during the Christmas services.   

Calendar review/edits/updates were made…*changes will be upcoming for trustees/council meetings dates 
beginning January 2026. 

Old Business: Nominations; Annual Meeting Plans, Christmas Lunch assignments:   

New Business: staff Christmas presents: the same process from the previous year will be followed. The deadline for 
giving will be December 21, 2025. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:07 P.M. by Vice Moderator Steve Barrett. 
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