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 The Pilgrim 
November 2025 November Events 

Steve Barrett, Jody Betts, Diane Boudle, Bill Edens, 
Tammy Hughes, Jane Gempeler, Lisa Herrmann, 
Debbye Jones and Rev. Gloria Smith, Leonardo 
Jacalan Jr., Carol Krietenstein, Rich Maxwell, Carl 
Madsen,  Sandee Martinez, Mike Murray, Lillian 
Pain, George Penny, Nancy Studebaker, Shanti 
Sunderajan, Lewis Swarens and Family, Gavin V., 
Max Valentine, Linda Yates, Encanto Community 
Church, Our Community and Our World. May God’s 
grace and healing touch be with you all. 

WE ARE AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING  
CONGREGATION. 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME 
HERE! 

Please Remember in Your Prayers: 
November 2 All Saints Day & Dia de Los Muertos 

Trustees Meeting 
Outreach Meeting 
Pet Food Bagging 
Play Rehearsal 

November 4 Election Day 
Current Events Class 7pm 

November 5 Budgets Due-ALL Committees 

November 6 Choir 6:45pm 

November 9 Deacons Meeting 
Play Rehearsal 

November 11 Happy Veteran’s Day and Thank You! 

November 12 Late Last Supper 6:30pm 

November 13 Choir 6:45pm 

November 16 Budget Presentation 
Play Rehearsal 
Council Meeting 

November 18 Current Events 7pm  

November 20 Nourish Phoenix 8am 
Choir 6:45pm 

November 23 Loyalty Sunday 
Play Rehearsal 

November 25 Newsletter Deadline 

November 27 Happy Thanksgiving 

November 28 Deacons Decorating 

November 29 Tech Team Cantata Rehearsal 

November 30 Choir Cantata Performance 
Hanging of the Greens 
1st Sunday of Advent 

Late Last Supper   

Our November/December holiday culinary 

adventure for the Encanto Church Late Last 

Supper Club will take place at 6:30 p.m. on 

Wednesday, November 12, 2025, when we will 

join together for dinner at, at Thai E-San located 

at 616 West Indian School, Phoenix, Arizona.  

Thai E-San serves delicious Asian delicacies of 

all sorts.  They have excellent vegetarian items, 

good curries, and a special salad-style dish 

known as Crispy Chicken with Spicy Cream 

Sauce.  Those who wish to order family style 

should be sure they bring cash to pay for their 

share of the group bill.  Otherwise, you should 

just be prepared to pay for your own dish.  As 

usual, we will meet at the appointed restaurant. 

Otherwise, please let Kathy know if you're 

interest in attending, so that she can make the 

necessary reservations. Hope to see you there!  



Treasurer’s Report. 
(General Fund for September 2025) 

 

Beginning Balance:  $-9,981.48 
Received:  $15,788.35 
Disbursed:  $15,866.38 
Ending Balance:  $-10,059.51 
For a gain of:  $78.03 
 
Total Offering Receipts for September 2025 
9/7             9/14           9/21             9/28 
$4,034       $1,186       $1,765         $4,610.35 
 
There was no withdrawal from the Endowment Fund in 
September.   
 
Copies of the monthly Treasurer’s  
Reports, including a list of all  
disbursements, are on file in the  
office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NEWS AND INFORMATION 

Birthdays To Remember 
November 

 .   
 Sophie Martinez  1st 
 Navy Williams  2nd 
 Chloe Bauer   5th 
 Susan Davis   5th 
 SeongJin Park  7th 
 Carolyn Mitchell  14th 
 Vickie Bauer   19th   
 Lee Peavy   20th 
 Carol Krietenstein  21st 
 EmmyLou Jacalan  22nd 
  
   
 
 
 
   
 
 

Deacon on Duty 
The Deacons are available to assist the pastor. 

The Deacon on Duty for November is: 
KJ Kinder 

602-370-4019 

To all Boards and Committees:  Don’t forget that 
your 2026 budgets are due to Michelle not later 
than November 5, 2025.  The initial Budget 
Presentation will be after church on Sunday, 
November 16, 2025. 

            Free Firewood  
Now that it’s getting colder, you may need some 
firewood to enjoy over the next couple of months.  
If so, we have a large pile of pine wood on the 
west side of the church property outside of the 
playground.  Everyone in the church is welcome 
to take whatever wood you might need for your 
personal use, as long as you haul up and split it, 
as needed.  If you’re interested, please 
coordinate your pick-up with Tony, so that he 
knows you are coming by. 

 

 

 
  Our “Current Events” discussion  
  group will meet in Fellowship Hall 
  on Tuesday, November 4, and  
  Tuesday, November 18, 2025, from
   7:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.  Topics  
  will be determined as we get closer 
to the date.   Everyone is welcome! 



Encanto Fellowship    Hanging of the Greens 

This year, we will be Hanging the ECC Greens 

after church on Sunday, November 30, 2025, 

starting at 11:30 a.m.  This means that we will all 

join together to decorate the Fellowship Hall and 

the grounds for Christmas!  It is a big job, and we 

need all the help we can get.  We need everyone 

from tree-decorators to wreath-hangers to bulb-

replacers to cord-untanglers.  No matter what your 

ability (or where you are on life's journey), you can 

provide some invaluable help.  All Elves are 

welcome, and we’ll provide the pizza lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

Rehearsals for the Church Youth Christmas play 

will continue to be held on Sundays after church 

from 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. throughout November, 

with a mandatory dress rehearsal occurring at 9 

a.m. on Saturday morning, December 13, 2025. 

The show will be presented during the annual 

Church Christmas Luncheon on Sunday, 

December 14, 2025.  If you or the young people in 

your world would like to be involved in this year's 

adventure, please check your schedules, and let 

Kathy Van Etten know directly. 

 

 

 

 

All week, every week, please remember that 

we collect a variety of items for recycling 

including plastic water bottles, aluminum 

cans, newspaper, catalogues, and scrap metal.  

Proceeds go to support various church 

activities.  Thank you! 

If you have any questions, please see Cindy or 

Michelle and they will be happy to answer them 

for you!  Thank you! 

Thank you to Craig and Jan for hosting during 
the month of October.  It has been a month 
where others have had to help what with Craig 
and Kathy S having to miss some.  And, it has 
been an unusual month with the yard 
sale.  We  appreciate all those who have helped 
to make Fellowship Hour continue.  The month 
did start off with a bug hurrah in that both Kathys 
provided cakes as we celebrated Carolyn K's 
90th and had the Pet Blessing.  Jan, our cookie 
queen, did provide cookies on the 12th.  The 
19th took us outside to enjoy the fresh air as we 
joined together.  Kathy S did bring the Halloween 
theme on the 26th.  Please join in as Santiago 
and Jan serve as your hosts in November.  If you 
haven't signed up yet to bring treats, the calendar 
is posted on the board in the Fellowship 
Hall.  And, please remember that to keep 
Fellowship Hour going, people are needed to say 
yes when a nominating committee member asks 
you to join.  Kathy S and Todd are stepping down 
from the co-chair positions as they move on to 
other assignments.  

 

 

 

Thank you to all of our past and present service 
members, as well as their families.  Your service 
and sacrifices are appreciated beyond words.  
Thank your veterans everyday but also on their 
day, November 11th! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 



 
On November 2, we celebrate both All Soul’s Day 
and Dia De Los Muertos.  In this, people usually 
light candles of remembrance, have flowers (like 
marigolds in the Hispanic cultures), and talk about 
their departed loved ones to keep their memories 
alive.  May your day filled with lovely memories 
and beautiful thoughts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

       

     Late Last Supper at Spinato’s 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you to Melissa and 
Charlie as well as Vinnie for 
being our special guests at 
this years Pet Blessing.  As 
you can see, Vinnie’s cutie 
patootie Jelly Bean, loves their 
new toy from Rev. Gloria! 



Yard Sale 

  

Thanks to everyone who came out to help during the recent yard sale!  As we say, it takes a village!  All of 

your donations of time, energy, money, and goods were greatly appreciated!  Special thanks to Jill for 

her tenacious sorting, boxing, pricing, and cleaning of all the items, Marilyn, Susan P., Kathy S., 

and Michelle for their extensive assistance on the Yard Sale Sorting Squad, to Yvonne for her 

phenomenal plants, to Cindy and Su for providing a great lunch on Thursday, to Jan for providing 

such a delicious luncheon on Saturday, and to our new friends from the Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter Day Saints who helped tremendously with the move-out on Thursday!  And of course we 

can’t forget Tony, who went up and down the stairs with all of your donations too many times to 

count and worked tirelessly to get the property ready for the set up and sale days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 
  



Council Meeting:  October 12, 2025 

October 12, 2025, ECC Council Meeting was called to order at by Vice Moderator Steve Barrett at 11:57 A.M. 

Steve Barrett led the assembled group in prayer. 

Attendees: Rev. Gloria Smith, John Hasenstab, Michelle Lusania, Cindy Walley, Paul Petrasek, Steve Barrett, 
Steve Holloway, K. J. Kinder, and Todd Montague and Kathy Van Etten and Melanie Herrmann. 

The Nominating committee Melanie Herrmann, Cindy Walley, Kathy Van Etten, Paul Petrasek, and Michelle 
Lusania were in attendance. The current positions open on this year’s governing boards and committees are 
Moderator, Hospitality 5, Deacons, Outreach 2/3, and Clerk.  

The minutes from the September 21 ECC Council Meeting were reviewed, voted upon and accepted into the church 
records. 

Treasurer’s Report was given by Kathy Van Etten, the September receipts were good, and we only had a deficit of 
$78.00.  The receipts from the first Sunday of this month were very good, and hopefully we can keep it up. The yard 
Sale prep is next week, and we are in need of volunteers in all areas of preparation and for the duration of the sale. 

The Trustee’s Report was given by Steve Holloway; the repairs on the garden area’s water supply have been 
designed by KJ and Tony.  Tony has carried out the design and it is complete.  The irrigation timer box and water 
line were relocated to help avoid future vandalism.  The stove in the Fellowship Hall has been repaired, and the light 
bulbs in the Sanctuary /Dais area need to be replaced.  We are getting window replacement air conditioning units 
for the Sanctuary’s Narthex area thanks to benefactors.  The wooden barrier needs to be repaired or stabilized in 
the Tech equipment area.  We are also replacing the parsonage’s microwave oven. 

Stewardship Report was given by John Hasenstab and Cindy Walley, the Stewards will be meeting in November.  

Financial Secretary Report; was given by John Hasenstab; the monies are in the bank. 

Religious Education; report given by Kathy Van Etten; the Christmas Play handouts and play practice will begin 
soon.  

Memorial Fund Report, printed copies distributed to all in attendance. 

Outreach Report given by Melanie Herrmann, the envelopes for outreach’s neighbors in need are here, thank you 
Rev. Gloria for ordering those.  

Hospitality Report given by Todd Montague; cookies are in the bank and due to the upcoming yard sale hospitality 
will be hosted on the Fellowship Hall outside areas. The remaining treats calendar for the remainder of the calendar 
year through January 2026 will be posted in the Fellowship Hall. 

Deacons Report given by John Hasenstab; the Deacons will be meeting on the last Sunday of this month due to 
scheduling conflicts, the pet blessing for this year went very well and we received positive feedback. 

Pastor’s Report was given by Rev Gloria Smith; thank you to all who worked and helped with the wonderful Pet 
Blessing. I will be out of town later this week to travel to move my mom’s possessions. I am scheduled for surgery at 
the end of December, and I will also be on vacation after the Christmas Holidays. I will also be attending a UCC 
Conference retreat in November. 

Moderator’s Report given by Vice Moderator Steve Barrett; please remember all in need of prayer and especially 
the families and the Caregivers.  

Calendar updates were made for the upcoming months. 

Old Business: none  

New Business: The Christmas dinner tasks were assigned.  

Meeting adjourned at 1:38 P.M.by vice moderator Steve Barrett. 
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