Encanto Community Church

A United Church of Christ Congregation
2710 N. 7th Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85007-1124
602.266.4602

The Pilgrim

February Events

February 1
February 3

February 5
February 7

February 8

February 12
February 14

February 16
February 17
February 18
February 19

February 21
February 22
February 25
February 26
February 28

Pet Food Bagging
Souper Bowl Soup Collection

Trustees Meeting 6pm
Council Meeting 7pm

Choir 7pm
Yard Sale Sorting 10am-Noon

Super Bowl Sunday Puppy Prediction
Last Day of Soup Collection

Choir 7pm

Happy Valentine’s Day
Happy President’s Day
Newsletter Deadline

Ash Wednesday Service 7pm

Nourish Phoenix 8am
Choir 7pm

Yard Sale U-Haul Pick Up Day

First Sunday in Lent

Late Last Supper 6:30pm

Choir 7pm

Yard Sale Basement Haul Up 10:00am
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WE ARE AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING
CONGREGATION.
EVERYONE IS WELCOME

HERE!

February 2026

qﬁ" ? Please Remember in Your Prayers:

Steve Barrett, Jody Betts, Diane Boudle, Bill Edens,
Tammy Hughes, Jane Gempeler, Lisa Herrmann,
Debbye Jones and Rev. Gloria Smith, Joe, Carol
Krietenstein, Rich Maxwell, Carl Madsen, Sandee
Martinez, Mike Murray, Lillian Pain, George Penny,
Nancy Studebaker, Shanti Sunderajan, Lewis
Swarens and Family, Gavin V., Max Valentine, Linda
Yates, Encanto Community Church, Our Community
and Our World. May God’s grace and healing touch
be with you all.

Late Last Supper

The Encanto Church Late Last Supper Club will
join together for dinner at 6:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, February 25, 2026, at The Old
Spaghetti Factory located at 1418 North
Central Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona.

You'll find that The Old Spaghetti Factory is a
long-standing neighborhood haunt that offers a
variety of basic pasta dishes at reasonable
prices. As usual, we will meet at the appointed
restaurant, but if you need to car pool, please let
Kathy V. know, and she'll make arrangements.
Otherwise, please let Kathy know if you're
interested in attending, so that she can make the
necessary reservations. Hope to see you there!




NEWS AND INFORMATION

Treasurer’s Report.
(General Fund for December 2025)

Beginning Balance: $-10,032.89
Received: $17,445.82
Disbursed: $17,489.45

Ending Balance: $-10,076.52
For a loss of: $43.63

Total Offering Receipts for December 2025
12/7 12/14 12/21 12/24 12/28
$1,975 $2,133 $6,057.32

$3,132  $1,034.50

There was no withdrawal from the Endowment Fund in
December.

Copies of the monthly Treasurer’s
Reports, including a list of all
disbursements, are on file in the
office.

Treasurer
Report

Free Firewood

Now that it's getting colder, you may need some
firewood to enjoy over the next couple of months.
If so, we have a large pile of pine wood on the
west side of the church property outside of the
playground. Everyone in the church is welcome to
take whatever wood you might need for your
personal use, as long as you haul up and split it,
as needed. If you're interested, please coordinate
your pick-up with Tony, so that he knows you are
coming by.

Birthdays To Remember

February
Jen Battershell 15th
Craig Matheny 25th
Susan Patterson 25th
Margie Ventura 27th
Rozlynn Hayden 29th
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Happy Anniversary Wishes as well to
Tony and Michelle Lusania. They celebrate their
anniversary on February 15th!
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Deacons on Duty
The Deacons are available to assist the pastor.
The Deacons on Duty for February are:
Tom Nasser: 602-309-5230
and
Kathy Stock: 623-910-0972

A Note of Thanks From Jan

It was a Chili day last Sunday as we all met in
Fellowship Hall after Church for our second
annual ECC chili cook-off. In case you missed
out on the results were, first place went to Usha
and second went to the multi talented Cindy
Walley. Now | would like to personally thank
everyone who brought all the wonderful chili and
cornbread and everything else. | would also like
to thank everyone who participated by enjoying
everything. Last but not least to my kitchen crew,
you know who you are. Thank you so much for
all your hard work.

Allin all it was a great day. Hope you’ll all be
looking forward to next year. Thanks again to all
of you for making this event a huge success.

Jan
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Encanto Fellowship

This is the final one from Todd and Kathy S as
they move on to other positions in the

church. They both will still have two positions
each with Todd keeping the Tech Job and Kathy
keeping the Memorial Committee Chair position.
We have truly enjoyed working with each other
over the years, and we hope that the new people
on Hospitality will find the same rhythm and
pleasure we have. The new ECC Treats
Calendar is posted so please sign up. We
encourage you to make it easy for the new team
by just bringing in cookies unless there is a
special occasion. We thank Marilyn who led us
off this month with all the ready to serve

treats. The second Sunday in January we
enjoyed a lot from Emmy, Jazz, Xyle, Cris, and
John. For the WONDERFUL Chili Fest we thank
all who participated as well as Tom, Betty, and
Jan for bringing desserts. The 25th is the time
Todd and Kathy say farewell with donuts and
cookies during the Annual Meeting. There are
still some vacancies looking to be filled so please
read through the different reports and see where
you might want to volunteer.

Ash Wednesday

Please join us on Wednesday, February 18th at
7pm for Ash Wednesday service.

Late Last Supper at
Seoul Korean BBQ!

In an effort to reduce the amount of work required
the week before the next yard sale, some of us
are getting together one Saturday per month to
sort, price, and clean yard sale donations that
have already been received. This month, the
Yard Sale Sorting Squad will be working in the
basement of Fellowship Hall on Saturday,
February 7, 2026, from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m.
Please join us as “many hands make light work.”
Also, please remember to enter Fellowship Hall
via the rear kitchen door that morning so you don’t
disturb the support group that will be meeting in
the main area of the Hall. Thank you.
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Once again, it's tax time. Accordingly, if anyone
needs a receipt for items you donated to the 2025
Encanto Church yard sales, please let Kathy Van
Etten know, and she will provide you with one.
Thank you.



YARDSALE

Our spring Encanto Church Yard Sale will be
held on Friday, March 6, and Saturday, March
7,2026. Yes, you read that correctly, this
season’s yard sale will again span two days
instead of one! That means that set-up will be
on Thursday, March 5, 2026, and the Basement
Haul-up (assembly line) will be on Saturday,
February 28, 2026. Please mark your
calendars accordingly!

While that is still many weeks away, we encourage
you to donate any gently used items earlier rather
than later. Please let Kathy V. know if you need
help getting your donations to church. We will
have a U-Haul truck and a moving crew
available on Saturday, February 21, 2026. So,
if you need items picked-up, we will do so on
Saturday, February 21, 2026. Until then, if you
are dropping off donations on a Saturday,
please leave them in the Oak Room. If you are
dropping off donations from Sunday through
Friday, please drop them off at the top of the
basement stairs, and Tony will coordinate
moving the items downstairs. Of course, you
are free to peruse and purchase any of the pre-
sale furniture that is periodically displayed in the
Fellowship Hall.

If you're not able to work the sale, at least come
by, do some shopping, and make a donation. It's
for a good cause! You will find the array
fascinating, ranging from the ridiculous to the
sublime, and remember that all proceeds
benefit our church! Hope to see you there!
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When you donate to the Deacons Fund, it allows
us to do great things like purchasing the pet food
for Nourish Phoenix, keep our pantry to help those
in need stocked and purchase the beautiful
banners and such for the sanctuary. Just mark
your offering for the Deacons Fund! Thank you!

Free Webinar!

You've heard about Christmas. But what about
Candlemas? This ancient Christian holy day,
greatly overlooked, commemorates the official end
of the Christmas season. Candlemas is rich with
meaning, depth, and relevance. You are cordially
invited to learn about and celebrate this highlight
of the liturgical calendar on Candlemas evening,
Mon., Feb. 2 at 7:00 p.m. in a free one-hour
presentation/discussion on Zoom led by George
Martinez (access details below). You may want to
have a candle ready to light as we conclude.

This informal gathering is simply a heartfelt annual
tradition of the presenter. Nothing will be asked of
you except your time and attention, open mind and
open heart!

Please feel free to forward this invitation to others.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/833009842907
pwd=JCSyhsQ5kBrsHqZRtHAuaaPxaGDtVF.1

If needed: meeting ID: 833 0098 4290
passcode 412020

Happy Birthday Arizona! Our beautiful state turns
114 on February 12th!



https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83300984290?pwd=JCSyhsQ5kBrsHqZRtHAuaaPxaGDtVF.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83300984290?pwd=JCSyhsQ5kBrsHqZRtHAuaaPxaGDtVF.1
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Pastoral Ponderings

If you have been in worship on various Sundays over the years, you have heard me mention Howard Thurman.
Howard Thurman was an American author, philosopher, minister, theologian, Christian mystic, educator, and civil
rights leader. He is also known as a spiritual and intellectual mentor of numerous men and women who have
influenced civil rights leaders and spiritual seekers. According to Al, a few of the individuals he has mentored
during his life that ranged from 1899 to 1981 were:

*Martin Luther King Jr.: Thurman was a friend of King's father and later served as a mentor to the younger
King while he was a doctoral student at Boston University. King famously carried a copy of Thurman's book, Jesus
and the Disinherited, during his civil rights campaigns.

*Jesse Jackson: A civil rights leader and politician who looked to Thurman as a spiritual advisor.
Marian Wright Edelman: The founder of the Children's Defense Fund, who was influenced by Thurman's focus on
social justice and spiritual growth.

*Pauli Murray: A prominent civil rights activist and the first Black woman ordained as an Episcopal priest.

*James Farmer: The co-founder of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), whom Thurman urged to
establish the organization.

*Bayard Rustin: A key strategist of the Civil Rights Movement and advisor to MLK Jr..

*Vernon Jordan: A civil rights leader and advisor to multiple U.S. presidents.

*Whitney Young: A civil rights leader who served as the executive director of the National Urban League.

*John Lewis: The late congressman and civil rights icon, who frequently cited Thurman’s influence on the
movement.

*Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi: A major figure in the Jewish Renewal movement, who was a student
of Thurman at Boston University and credited him with encouraging his exploration of mysticism.

Yet, this intellectual and spiritual powerhouse believed that everyone needs a mentor if they are to reach their
fullest potential as a child of God. Thurman during the span of his life talked about mentors who influenced him and
assisted in him becoming the man he became. | want to share one of these stories. Why? It shows that spiritual
and intellectual mentors can be any of us. We do not have to be a spiritual powerhouse ourselves. In addition, we
can be mentored by anyone.

| have started reading a book called: “What Makes You Come Alive: A Spiritual Walk with Howard Thurman” written
by Lerita Coleman Brown. In the book, Lerita Coleman Brown tells the story of his first mentor: Grandma Nancy.
“Grandma Nancy served as Howard Thurman’s first mentor. She pushed him to develop his mind and live from his
spirit. A close friend of Thurman’s, George Makechnie, notes, “Grandmother Nancy was Howard’s rock. Her
spiritual strength, wisdom, and good sense had a profound influence upon his growth, shaping, and development.”
Makechnie highlights, as Thurman himself did, the way he would read to her from scripture. | imagine him sitting
beside her, how proud he must have felt, how precious were these moments he shared with her. She could not
read, Makechnie writes, but “she firmly believed an education was of primary importance, and especially so to
Blacks. ‘Your only chance,’ she told Howard, ‘is to get an education. The white man will destroy you if you don’t.
A tale about Grandma Nancy’s redemptive love demonstrates something of what she modeled for Howard. The
story circulates today in sermons and lectures, although it’s hard to know whether it actually happened. Still, the
story holds value for what it evokes of Grandma Nancy’s character. When Howard was a child, a white woman who
lived adjacent to their home apparently resented having Black people live near her. Each night she dumped
chicken manure she had scraped from her chicken coop over the fence onto Grandma Nancy’s garden. Young
Howard wondered why his grandmother did not become enraged at her neighbor’s hateful act and exact some sort
of revenge. Grandma Nancy chose instead to rise early and mix the manure into the soil and use it as fertilizer.
This practice continued for years. One day the old white woman, who lived alone, became ill. Being an authentic
Christian, Grandma Nancy stopped by her neighbor’s house with some chicken soup and a bouquet of roses. The
woman was deeply moved by Grandma Nancy’s acts of kindness and asked her where she had found the beautiful
long-stem red roses. Grandma Nancy Ambrose told the neighbor that she herself had played a role in growing the
beautiful roses. She reminded her about the chicken manure she had dumped regularly in her backyard.

The God Grandma Nancy worshipped showed her how to turn hate into love. Thurman espouses this form of
redemptive love in Jesus and the Disinherited, in which he reminds his readers that Jesus treated people not in
proportion to who they were but to who they could be. Thurman knew that healing a fractured nation would require
this type of transformational love.”

”

We should all have stories like this in our memory. May during Lent we should search our memories to renew those
stories and the effect they have had on our life.

Blessings, Rev. Gloria




Council Meeting: January 13, 2026

Attendees: K.J. Kinder, Steve Barrett, Del Krietenstein, Cindy Walley, Kathy Van Etten, Melanie Herrmann Soll,
Rev. Gloria Smith, Todd Montague, Kathy Stock. Steve Holloway and John Hasenstab. The Council meeting was
called to order at 7:05 P.M. by Vice Moderator Steve Barrett. Prayer was led by Kathy Van Etten.

The Treasurer’s Report was given by Kathy Van Etten as the first item on the agenda so that the ECC Trustees and
ECC Council could be given report at the assemblage. Thanks to the revenues received in December, we were
able to catch up on several outstanding expenses and some of our annual billings.

The Trustee’s Report was given by Steve Holloway, the plaque will be placed on the wall in the Pet memorial
Garden area, the electrical hand dryers have been purchased and will be installed in the outside sanctuary
bathroom by K.J. There was a leak on the Edgemont Street side of the ECC Campus, the City of Phoenix worked
on the Problem on Sunday January 12, 2026, but the water is now turned off on the ECC Campus site, but there is
still a problem with the fire suppression system that is no longer used, so Tony will be contacting the City of Phoenix
to get the water turned off so water leakage is no longer a concern.

Stewardship report given by John Hasenstab, a total of 19 pledge cards have been received to date, many of the
pledges were monetary.

Financial Secretary report given by John Hasenstab, the monies are in the bank, revenues were down for the first
week this year, we pray for increase. The Christmas offerings were wonderful.

Memorial Fund report was given by Kathy Stock, printed copies were given to all in attendance.

Religious Education report was given by Kathy Van Etten; we are blessed to have new youths attending our various
Sunday’s classes and services, we look forward to the year ahead.

Outreach report given by Melanie Herrmann Soll we are working on the grant fund spending for scheduled projects.

Hospitality Report given by Todd Montague, Kathy and | will be transitioning from the Hospitality committee, and the
annual 2025 hospitality report was printed and given to attendees.

The Deacon Report was given by John Hasenstab, Kathy Stock is our newest Deacon and she has also agreed to
be co-chair of the deacons, the monthly assignments were given for the 2026 calendar year. Jane’s 88th Birthday
will be later this month, and the deacons and friends will be lunching with Jane to celebrate the day. New Banners
are needed for the front of the sanctuary. The ECC Picnic has been put on the April Calendar for this year. We
received good feedback from the Christmas time services, and we are currently preparing for upcoming Easter and
Spring Services and functions.

Pastor’s report was given by Rev Gloria Smith; Annual UCC reviews for churches will not be received until the end
of January 2026.

Moderator’s report given by Steve Barrett, the annual reports were due Today, January 13, 2026. Discussions on
the upcoming annual meeting process and procedures were held.

Calendar updates were made for the upcoming months of February and March, and some dates in April.

Old Business: proposed budget — changes suggested to Hospitality, the changes to the caretaker cottage, and the
office asst. salary.

New Business: The AKC Scent Work group contacted ECC to possibly rent the ECC Campus for an event, see
AKC Scent Work — American Kennel Club for additional information, the Trustees agreed to submit a motion to the
ECC Council , the council motioned and seconded the approval for the AKC Scent work usage. The ACLU has sent
an informational letter with guidance for churches. The ACLU Letter will be posted for all to see and to be aware of.

The ECC Council meeting was adjourned by Vice Moderator Steve Barrett at 8:46 P.M.
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